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The Sun God’s Daughter and King Samvarana: Tapati-Samvaranam and the
Kutiyattam Drama Tradition (Text with Vivarana Commentary) / N.P. Unni
New Bharatiya Book Corporation, Delhi 2022
320p.; ills. 22 cm.
Includes Bibliography.
9788183155021
$ 25.00 / HB
650 gm.

https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=833074
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Innovation, Style and Spectacle in Wayang: Purbo Asmoro and the Evolution of
an Indonesian Performing Art / Kathryn Emerson
NUS Press, Singapore 2022
xxx, 346p.; 229x152mm.; 85 b/w images, 27 tables and charts
Includes Index; Bibliography
9789813251892
$ 32.00 / null
600 gm.
Wayang fascinates and endures thanks to the many ways it works as a medium
— as bearer of Javanese culture and tradition, as key component of rites of
passage, as a medium of ritual and spiritual practice, as public spectacle, and as
entertainment of the broadest sort, performed live, broadcast or streamed. Over
the last forty years, the form has been subject to a great deal of experimentation
and innovation, pulled in these many directions, within an ever-changing media
landscape,  shaped in the most recent years by the constraints of  pandemic
response. Author Emerson outlines both the significant contributions by a number
of key figures, and the societal or political influences propelling such innovations.
She describes the deeper and more lasting changes in wayang, based on what
the art form's most accomplished practitioners have to say about it.
The  ultimate  focus  of  the  work  is  one  pivotal  figure,  Purbo  Asmoro  of  the
Indonesian Institute of the Arts in Surakarta, who the author argues has taken
the individual and singular innovations of the era and integrated them into a new
system of performance practice, one which has shaped the key Surakarta school
of  performance.  The  book  is  based  on  an  unprecedented  decades-long
participatory research project involving hundreds of interlocutors. Written in a
lively style and beautifully illustrated, the book will be of considerable interest in
Indonesian studies, to wayang connoisseurs, and to anyone seeking to learn
about  a  dynamic,  contemporary  art  form that  finds  its  energy  outside  the
structures  of  Western  theatre  and  media.
***
“No-one is better placed than Kitsie Emerson to explain the shadow puppetry of
contemporary Java to a world audience. Building on decades of involvement as
translator, musician, student, teacher, and promoter of wayang and gamelan,
Emerson paints a vivid picture of the innovative performance style of master
puppeteer  Ki  Purbo  Asmoro.  A  must-read  for  all  who  are  interested  in  the
performing  arts  of  Indonesia.”  –  Bernard  Arps,  Leiden  University
https://www.marymartin.com/web?pid=836076
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